NAYANA

During this period, something pathetic happened
which however revealed the insincerity of people clamouring
for reforms.

V.V.S. lyer, a great patriot started in Shermadevi, a
village in South Tamil Nadu, an educational institution called
Bharadwaja gurukulam, with a hostel attached to it. His aim
was to inclucate in the students a sence of freternity based
on patriotism. But the cook he employed was a Brahmin. Some
of the non-Brahmins who were contributing towards the main-
tenance of the Ashram and who were also Congressmen,
brought pressure on Su^rahmanya Ayyar to employe a non-
Brahmin cook instead of a Brahmin. Ayyar, though above
caste feelings, thought that sudden changes might antagonise
conversative sections of the people under such circumstances
~ both parties agreed to abide by the decision ofGanapati Muni.
Ganapati Muni felt the quarrel would continue one way or
the other as long as the cook was a caste Hindu. So he rec-
ommended that a Harijan should be appointed as cook. This
decision startled the non-Brahmin Congressmen. Meanwhile
Ayyar died suddenly under tragic circumstances.

Both the quarrel and the Ashram came to an end.
Ganapati Muni was upset and referred to the ancient sloka
"which meant:

'As the night set in, the louts closed with the black
bee in it. The bee was thinking "the night will pass - the day
will dawn and the sun will rise up making the lotus blossom.
And I shall fly out" Then suddenly an elephant came to the
lake, pulled out the louts and stamped over it, killing the bee

in it'

Ratrirgamishyati bhavisyati suprabhaatam
Bhaaswaan udeshyati hasishyati pankajaatam
Ittham vicintayati kosagate dwirefe
Haa Hanta Hanta nalineem gaja ujjahaara
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